WEARING  HIMSELF  OUT            III
" Servility, hypocrisy, mammon worship,
the cult of respectability and the fear of the
truth have eaten like canker worms the marrow
from their bones until they have become the
mere outward appearances of men."
He was asked to remain silent concerning a
great wrong, Keir Hardie said, since if it were
made public, it might damage Christianity.
" As if God could be hoodwinked, as if Christ
would bless an effort founded on a lie ! "
The campaign succeeded. Conditions at the
chemical works were changed, very much for
the better.
That encouraged the campaigner, but often
he was cast down by the slowness of his efforts
to mature and the seemingly invincible ignorance
to which that slowness was due. He would not
entertain the thought that " a violent outbreak "
might be necessary. Socialism was revolutionary,
but the changes it would make could not, Hardie
argued, be brought about by force. They must
have public opinion behind them, winning one
reform after another, and finally breaking down
the walls even of self-interest. He had little
patience with violent revolutionaries in silk hats,
like Hyndman. He never lost his faith in con-
stitutional methods, though at times, as in the
early years of the century, it was sorely tested.
This reacted badly on his physical state,
As his health grew worse, he was freed, fortun-
ately, from the anxiety of keeping the Labour